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We Face a Long, Hard War 


Here’s the lowdown in Washington cir- 
cles on prospects for the war: First, we 
are now pretty sure of having to win this 
war the long, hard way. Russia has had 
shamefully little help. Our promises, like 
those of England to Czechoslovakia and 
Poland, have been pretty empty. We are 
now planning on a terriffic air offensive 
against Germany from England. This is 
to be our Second Front. 

It is believed that if thousands of 
planes start hammering at German cities 
and transportation centers night after 
night, week after week, Germany will 
crack up. It is well known that the Ger- 
man people, regardless of the advances 
and costly victories in Russia, are tired, 
hungry, and sick of war. They know they 
cannot win the war without victory in 
the west and they see no way of defeat- 
ing the ever-growing strength of 
America. 

Many officials believe that vast air at- 
tacks can win the war but that ten mil- 
lion men must be ready in case they 
don’t. Therefore, the biggest drive for 
man power of any time or any place in 
world history is starting right now in 
America. Also, if and when the air at- 
tacks are successful in bringing com- 
plete disintegration in Nazi-held Europe, 
millions of men must be ready to carry 
out a non-violent invasion to prevent 
chaos and revolution. Officials in Wash- 
ington are saying (off the record) that 
it will take one million English and two 
million American soldiers to keep Europe 
from blowing to smithereens when Hitler 
falls. 

In Asia, the war goes slowly and pain- 
fully. Marines found on the Solomon Is- 
lands what Between the Lines stated in 
one of our earliest issues—that Japanese 
forces don’t break down or collapse as 
European armies do. The Japanese on the 
Solomons all had to be run down and 
killed one by one. It’s going to take much 
time, men and money to win a war of 
that kind especially when it is scattered 
all over the Pacific. 


Things To Do Now 


The Quakers are endeavoring to work 
out a plan whereby Japanese-American 
students, whose loyalty is unquestion- 
able, can complete their educational 
training in colleges that are located in 
non-military areas. 

A petition is being circulated which 
protests Navy and the Air Corps re- 
strictions against Negroes. This has al- 
ready been signed by almost 50,000 per- 
sons, most of them white. 


Churches Get Priority 


It will warm the heart of every Christian to learn that President Roosevelt 
has written a letter to a leading Protestant denomination urging it not to give 
up plans for conferences, conventions, or conclaves during the coming year. 
The President stated that spiritual faith must be kept alive and vital in the 
American national scene .. . that we must do more and not less. Let the impact 
of this letter pervade the next church meeting you attend where folks want 
to curtail the church’s program because of gas rationing or fuel shortages. 


It Can Be Done 


We hope you saw this—a few papers carried the story: Wichita Falls, Texas, 
has gone uncompromisingly dry and one hundred and forty liquor-selling estab- 
lishments have closed up shop. This victory was determined by an election 
following a campaign sponsored by the Ministerial Alliance. Their slogan was 
“drunken soldiers can’t win a war.” 


Reform in Washington 


There is a bitter struggle going on behind the national scene that only the 
exceptionally well-informed citizen has been clear about. For the most part the 
pressure “to back the war effort” and support “national unity” has been so 
great, and the threat of punishment for the recalcitrant so menacing, few have 
had the courage to speak up. Here are the facts: 

The inefficiency, the lack of coordination in planning and the political ball- 
passing in high places have resulted in such a mountain of confusion and waste 
in the government that the cry, “The war is being lost in Washington,” is being 
heard like the roar of a gathering storm. The President’s most friendly ad- 
visors have been alarmed and have urged him to take remedial steps; influential 
magazine editors have flatly warned him that public confidence in the whole 
war program is rapidly waning. 

Have you wondered why more drastic action has been emanating from the 
White House lately than heretofore? The fact is that Mr. Roosevelt had to do 
something to show more definite, accurate leadership and less political horse- 
trading. The main issues behind the scenes around which the storm has been 
brewing are: 

1. Failure to take steps toward a unified military command. 

2. Making a bigger fuss over the dead issue of pre-Pearl Harbor isolationism 
than over the swiftly growing threat of a disastrous inflation. 

3. Refusal to use the country’s best brains in the war effort unless they had 
always agreed with administration policies. 

4. Failure to remove grossly incompetent officials when they are politically 
loyal. (One Democratic editor from the South said, “If we could send home 
about half the red-tapers and drones who are only enviously trying to protect 
their own desk jobs and give the rest a free hand, we’d start to win the war!’’) 

5. Definite attempts to discredit the powers of Congress in the name of 
expediency. 

An aroused America, which didn’t want a war in the first place, but which 
is now eager to get it finished and over with, is beginning to demand that these 
stumbling blocks be cleared away. 


Authority on India 


Just to show you further how things stand behind the scenes, the British boss 
of India whose word on the situation has been solemnly presented to the world 
as the final authority on truth and justice there, is Sir L. S. Amery, Secretary 
of State for India. In 1933 it was he who loudly justified Japan’s rape of Man- 
churia before the League of Nations! 


Hawaiian-Japanese Still at Liberty 


Some extraordinarily interesting facts regarding the evacuation of Japanese 
in California have been brought out by Floyd Schmoe, a prominent Quaker and 
an authority on west coast race relations, in a recent report to the Fellowship 


of Reconciliation. It appears to Between the Lines that much of this evacua- 
tion will eventually prove to be purely political fire built under kettles of local 
political stew. 

Mr. Schmoe points out that there are now in the United States, under armed 
guard, 112,000 Japanese-Americans, of whom considerably more than half are 
American citizens. Hawaii’s Japanese population totals 150,000 but it has not yet 
been found necessary to take them into “protective custody.” 

Mr. Schmoe says: “The island fortress is exposed to attack from every direc- 


(Continued on next page) 
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Curtailment of War Production 


The public keeps pretty well abreast of the facts on war pro- 
duction but here are some hidden angles that may not be so gen- 
erally known: For months the press and news weeklies have 
been hammering at the sins of labor in war production,—the loss 
of time caused by strikes, etc. And there have been crippling 
strikes, but production of war goods has so increased that the 
first six months of 1942 has seen one and a half times more war 
materials produced than for all of 1941. 

The production of this June was three times the monthly 
rate of the November production before Pearl Harbor; war 
planes are completed at the rate of nearly 4000 per month; 
ships are launched a little faster than two a day; 15,000 tanks, 
50,000 machine guns, and other materials are produced per 
month proportionately. Now in this picture, according to the 
report of Senator La Follette, the time lost in strikes and labor 
disputes has actually amounted only to 6/100ths of one per cent 
of the man days devoted to war production. The War Labor 
Board chairman told a Senate committee that the war labor 
record of the United States in the maintenance of war produc- 
tion has been twice as good as the record of labor in Great 
Britain during the past three years of war. 

But now, if you’ll read your news carefully, you’ll discover 
an alarming situation. At the beginning of our first offensive 
blows at our enemies, important war plants are cutting down pro- 
duction from ten to thirty percent because of shortages of stra- 
tegic materials. Shipyards have been forced to curtail pro- 
duction because of shortages of steel while news stories tell of 
the “black markets” for steel and of wilful delay in furthering 
new processes. Some airplane factories have been running 
twenty-five percent under capacity because of the aluminum 
shortage which has been created and perpetuated by the grad- 
ually disintegrative monopoly stranglehold of the Aluminum 
Company of America. (A two million dollar advertising cam- 
paign has been trying to cover this). Shortages of power and 
fuel are crippling many other centers. 

Big business, through its control of the press, is still playing 
up the effect of strikes on war production but in reality strikes 
have equalled only an infinitesimal fraction of the loss. This 
is not intended to be a defense of the malicious elements in labor 
but it should explain why labor leaders sometimes get tough. 
They have to. 


ON THE OTHER hand, the War Production Board has de- 
nounced the Army and Navy, claiming that they are squander- 
ing desperately needed materials and are refusing to economize 
where economy would not affect military efficiency. Since this 
charge could serve as a convenient smoke screen for big busi- 
ness failures, it was played up in the news. It deserved to be, 
but it is only part of the story. Brass hat obstinacy in the 
armed forces plus greed in the management of industry are cer- 
tainly present in our national stew in sufficient quantities to 
match the rascality present in unionism and labor. 
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Some Causes of the Rubber Shortage 


As we reported some time ago, in spite of all the efforts still 
being made to quiet the fact, much of our rubber plight is due 
to greed of the British and Dutch rubber barons who held the 
world monopoly and tried to force the United States to pay ex- 
orbitant monopoly prices for rubber even after the war had 
started at a time when Uncle Sam was trying to build up a 
stock pile for the war emergency. 

In Washington that uncomfortable fact is again being aired 
through various conferences that are now being held on the rub- 
ber problem. You will remember that previously when Jesse 
Jones charged that the British-Dutch rubber cartel, by limiting 
production sharply, had raised prices excessively and had been 
slow in making rubber available, he was denounced as unpatri- 
otic by forces in Washington who were trying to shield the real 
culprits. 

The facts are that before Jones’ agreement with the Inter- 
national Rubber Regulation Committee, rubber sold at about 17 
cents; while he was stock piling it reached nearly 25 cents. 
Small wonder then that the Truman Congressional Investigation 
Committee report listed quota restrictions of the International 
Rubber monopoly as the first of “three principal causes behind 
the partial failure of the stock pile program” which is the cause 
of all our rubber troubles now. 


How Are Gallup Polls Used? 


When the findings of the well known Gallup polls fit the 
picture that the big boys want to push, the findings are played 
up in headlines everywhere but when it goes the other way, the 
reports are pushed back in the want ad sections of the papers, 
or are squelched altogether. 


Recently, in the midst of all the hate-breeding propaganda 
that war always produces, the Gallup poll asked the American 
people if they felt the German people should be hated and 
punished as well as the Nazis. Seventy-five percent of the 
American people said “No.” The quarrel and bitterness is 
against the Nazis and not against the German people. That re- 
port was suppressed as much as possible. 

It has also been heard in some quarters that the Gallup 
Institute is planning a poll on the question of the freedom of 
India. While newspapers, magazines and radios have been 
compelled to follow the imperialistic line of propaganda dic- 
tated by British interests, the Gallup Institute became con- 
vinced that the large majority of the people of America would 
say India should be free now in order to give some intelligence 
and substance to our present flimsy and contradictory war aims. 
So the Gallup poll on India was not held. 

It has also been said in reliable quarters that it was this de- 
velopment that caused the LIFE and TIME magazines to turn 
about and be more critical of the British than of Gandhi—as 
you may have noticed lately. 








